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sciousness (vinndna), a potentiality of sensa-
tion and emotion, but with no actuality;
then as it were a negative consciousness, or
awareness that the preceding stage, so far
from revealing any persisting entity, was " no-
thing whatever" (n'atthi kind). Finally, a
stage is reached described as neither conscious
nor unconscious, faint and delicate mentality
fading into complete trance, And the expert
Jhanist could so predetermine this self-
hypnosis as to induce it and emerge from it
when he chose.1 But beside its use as a
discipline of the will, or voluntary intellection,
the philosophic inference he was taught to
infer from it was, that after every abstractable
phase had been prescinded from consciousness,
no abstract Self revealed itself " at the back
of " mind.

" Serene, pure, radiant is your person,
Sariputta; where have you been to-day ? " asks
one great apostle of another. " I have been
alone, in first Jhana, brother," is the reply,
" and to me came never the thought: / am at-
taining it; I have emerged from it. And thus,
is the comment, individualizing and egoistical
tendencies have been well ejected for a long
while from Sariputta! "2 And so on, through
the four grades, and other five grades of
undifferentiated imagining till trance had
been reached.

This unobtrusion of the self attained the

1 Majjhima-Nih&ya, Suttas 43, 44,
a Samyutta-NMya, iii 235.